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undertook to eonvinee the girl thet ene

By GRANT M. OVERTON,,

Tu say a word of praise for a book by
Eleanor Hallowell Abbott—or in-

;deed amy ome of a dozem other women
novelists—is to run terrific risks. The
very least thal will happen to vou is that

- vou will be aceused of utler insineenty.
If a person dares fo defend the best sell-
ers all the kmowledgons folk dismiss his
argument ss mecessarily insincere. Not o
had way of evading the task of answering

the arpument, is it
And to find pleasure i’ Eleanor Hallo-
well Abbett’'s stories will be 1o exeits
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Experiments
In International

Administration
By FRANCIS BOWES SAYRE

“NOW and ¢hen there

comes to us a bock
which is so pertinent, so apt
and so valuable that we are
moved *¢ wonder why it was
not written before. or rather,
perhaps, why a dezen men
had not undcrtzken simul-
tancously to write the same
thing. It is quite obvious
that such a2 book as this is
just about the most timely
and useful that could possibly
be put forth, now that the
question of a league of na-
tions to enforce peace is the
dominant question in the
mind of the world. For so
compactly and yet compre-
hensively supplying the need
we owe great thanks to Mr.
Sayre.”—New York Tnibune.
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“A book that must b rewd hy svery serious =fn-
dent of the mast important bene now bofore the
wortd ~—N. Y. Eve. Post.
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bad mess need not spoil her whole life
As she is a very girlish girl, his task s
next to impossble, but an exciting night
in the Florida Everglades helps him ount
in a way to make the wnlers of wovie
scenaries give up in utter discouragement.
Another reason for emjoying the story is
the impertant presence of a houscboat;
though it puzzies ws (hat the houseboat
lias no name. Every one ¢lse has a name.
Besides Old-Dad there are the Outlnw and
the Intruding Lady und a Jeacher Dear
and the Kissing Man apd -cveral others.
The Helping Houseboat <hbuulid receive itw
due. )

\\'Imurrhe was 4 mirl Miss AlLbott hated
s«chool and never did well 1 anytipng ex-
copt the English classes. Her loathing for
formal education is beautifully present in
Old-Nad. We should thrill if she and
Capt. Charles (i. Norriz, who wrole Sall,
would gel together on the subjeet. What
a seathing novel they would produce!

Very seriously, any one who declines {o
exumine Miss Abbott's tales, if onlv te
find out the secret of her sreat popularity,
is making a grave mistake. For yvou may
compose a very nourishing drink, but llat,
and most of us will not banker for it; but
if there is a sparkle and an effervescence
so thal every sip goes up your nose we
all (well, most of us) stand in live (o buy

soda cheeks. It will not require a Nine-

boundless seorn ef gow. Franklin P.
Adams, eoming fo hkr of it, will be
lightly derisive. Wik 'n Follett will de-
cline {o meet you, and vou will be equally
unweleome at the Brevoort and al meet-
ings of the American Academy of Arts
and Letters (if we record the title cor-
rectly. They are somelimes known as the
Jmmortelles).

Yet there are people who enjoy Miss Ab-
bett, as we shall eall her, Mrs. Coburn
having too rembte r ring. Quite a large
number of them. A simple sort. Very
erude. Foreheads like the House of the
Seven (Gables. Ourselves are ome. W¢
bike Miss Abbolt's new siory, ealled Old-
Dad.

It is so emotional thit it infexieated us
slightly and brought Rbe thought that
though the Eighteenth Amendment shall
be upheld farever, yet we may have a lit-
tle session of hysteria all by oursclves
now and then as as Miss Abbott
wnies books. We thn
her words like ingred. nis in a eockinil
mixcr. Lips starken, people quicken inio
utteranee, delightful girls gasp just hefore
they pitch to the floor in a- dead faint:
“Oh, Father, what is it about bovs that
makes it so wicked 1o have them around
Bloe dogs with names like Creep-Mouse
sniff at finger ripu* Splendid, clean
limbed, clean souled y®ng wen visit wist
ful and lovely yonng women just silting
up m bed after davs and days of am-
nesia. Other young man who Jave lived
not wisely bui too weli get drunk at the
right moment to promoje the kind of end
ing that brings back the reader for more.
Heartless and middle aged women get their
ﬂompiﬂﬁ \or f‘(‘m"llpﬂum. a8 sonw !I:‘f'-
fer to say and spell). “And the most sur-
prising things happen with engaging
rapidity. And every little while some one
says something so clever or funny that if
it were in a book by Hepry James it would
be quoted in the best eircles.

Philosophy, too, staled with a vividness
we would never dawknrsvhu, but that
we like end envy. AsMyhen Jaffrey Bret-
ton assures Sheridan raire: “Love isn't
an overcoat, vou know, Kaire. It's under-
elothes! The White Linen of Life! And
there seems to be sonmwething—peculiarly
and particularly offensive to a fastidious
body—in being proffced personal linen
which still retasins ecien the seent—Ilet
alope the sweat—pl a previous relation.
« « « *  As we say, we like that and
envy it, but we feel at the bottom of our
bearts that if it had been written by Oscar
Wilde it would never have got past the
late Mr. Comstock; and that had G. B.
Shaw put such a speech in o play the
Lord Chamberlain wowld nof have licensed
a performance in Londen. We insist it
is all right. Shaw is too great a prude to
have thoaght of such a thing, let alone
writing it down.

The story of Old-Dud onght not to be
revealed in advanee; and anyway, there is
this drawback, that nd outline could con-
vey an idea of the way Miss Abbott tells
it, which is literaily everything. We
might say it was a story of how a young
girl made the acquaintance of her father;
but that would give ro idea. More sc-
eurately, it is the story of 1 young girl in
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as she ﬂlll-l"-i up -

an unplessant serape resulting in ber ex-

tsenih Amiendment forbidding some poteng
varieties of fiction to sell this book.

pulkion from eollege; and it is further OLDDAD. By Euxavox Havowen A

and esseutially the story of bow ber futher
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“A writer who thinks keenly, feels humanely, and writes beautifully
ix indeed a master to turn to in this day—and it goes without saying
that what he writes is valuable. We open *Ancther Sheaf’ in the full
confidence of that. And our confidence is not misplaced.”—New
York Times.

“They are finished pictures that in some respects remind ene of
Turgeniefl. "—New York Evening Post.

B Beyond. $1.60

A Sheaf, $1.50
A Motley, $1.50

Plays: First Series

Containing “The Siiver Box,” “Joy,” “Strife,® $1.73
Plays: Second Series

Containing “The Fldest Son,” “The Little Dream,” “Justice,™ $1.75
Plays: Third Series ) , "

Conlaining “The Fugitive,” “The Pigeon,” “The Mob, $1.75

By John Galsworthy

Another Sheaf

$l.50 nel

Five Tales

$1.60 net

Novels

The Freelands, $1.60
The Dark Flower, $1.60
The Man of Property, §1.60
Country House, £1.60
The Patrician, $1.60
Fraternity, §1.60
Yilla Rubein, $1.50

Studies and Essays

The Inn of Tranquility, $1.50
A Commentary, $1.50
The Little Man and Other Satires, $1.50

Plays

The above Plays issued separately at 75 Cents each

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS
FIFTH AVE. AT 48%ST. NEW YORK

®

PUBLISHED THIS WEEK

'MOTHERS OF MEN

By WILLIAM HENRY WARNER
and DE WITTE KAPLAN

With Frontispiece. 12mo. Cloth, $1.60 net.

This ig a story of a gallant and noble young man and a beau-
tiful girl, of different nationalitiee, who loved eech other
before the war, 2nd whose love conquered despite the war.

“W hither thow geest, I will go; and where thot: lodgest,
I will lodge; thy people chall be my pecple.”

How nobly she answered the test of that saying, even though
fate had set her country against his country in enmity, is
bezutifully and dramatically told in this moving tale.

A FINE NOVEL WITH A GREAT MESSAGE
AT ALL BOOKSELLERS
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